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RULES OF PLAY 

- Tournament games will be governed by the FIFA Laws of the Game as amended by Utah Youth 

Soccer Association Bylaws, except where noted or clarified in this document. 

- Referees and Tournament Directors will have final decision, and no protests will be accepted. 

- Each team must have a rostered coach and the minimum number of rostered players at the 

published start time in order to avoid forfeit.  Each team must present an official tournament 

roster at the beginning of the match. 

- U9/U10 – Build out lines will be used as defined by UYSA 6315.1 

- U9/U10 – Goalkeepers may not punt the ball 

- U9-U12 – In the case of a player deliberately heading the ball, an indirect free kick will be 

awarded to the opposing team; if this occurs within the penalty area, the free kick will be taken 

on the penalty area line parallel to the goal line at the point nearest to where the infringement 

occurred.  See UYSA 6356.8 

- Referees have discretion to allow substitutions at any stoppage in play 

- UYSA Concussion Policy will be enforced and tracked on the tournament roster 

- Shin guards are required for each player 

- No jewelry will be worn during the match.  Allowances for medically necessary accessories will 

be approved at the discretion of the referee 

- Casts, braces, or other support devices must be completely covered and sufficiently padded, and 

will be approved at the discretion of the referee 

 

TOURNAMENT PERSONNEL 

- Certified Athletic Trainers will be on site at each venue.  

- All tournament referees are certified by USSF and UYSA.   

 

 



WATER BREAKS 

- Referees have discretion to allow for one water break per half, with a duration of one minute 

per break.  Match clock will continue to run. 

 

INCLEMENT WEATHER 

- Games may be suspended, shortened, or cancelled in the case of inclement weather. 

- Any game which is suspended may be subject to a revised match length at the discretion of the 

tournament directors 

- If play is suspended during the second half, the game may be considered a full game and the 

result final 

- If the match requires a non-draw result, a re-started game may proceed directly to penalty kicks 

at the discretion of the tournament directors 

- Any lightning strike within 10 miles of the venue will result in immediate suspension of all 

matches.  Play may restart after 30 minutes following the most recent such strike. 

 

MATCH CONDUCT AND DISCIPLINE 

- Any violent behavior, displays of temper, or foul language is unacceptable and will not be 

tolerated.  This applies to in-game situations as well as any other time at our tournament 

venues. 

- The tournament committee, officials, and club leadership maintain the right to expel coaches or 

spectators who fail to comply by the above 

- Any coach or spectator who has been expelled must maintain a minimum distance of 100 yards 

from any playing field.  Failure to comply can cause the match to be forfeited 

- If a coach is ejected from a match, said match may only continue if there is another eligible and 

rostered coach present; otherwise, the match may be considered forfeit 

- Coaches are ultimately accountable for the conduct of their spectators and may receive 

warnings and/or cards on behalf of their sideline 

- Any player or coach receiving a red card will be ineligible to play or coach in the subsequent 

match 

 

SCORING AND TIE-BREAKING 

- 3 points will be awarded for a win, 1 for a tie, and 0 for a loss 

- In case of a forfeit, the game will be scored 2-0 

- The following, in order, will be used to determine tie breaks: 

o Head-to-head result 

o Goal differential (total goals scored minus total goals allowed – 4 goal per game limit) 

o Total goals allowed (4 goal per game limit) 

o Total goals scored (4 goal per game limit) 

o Total shutouts 

o Penalty shootout (location/time determined by tournament committee) 



MATCH LENGTH 

- U9/U10: 2 x 25 minute halves 

- U11/U12: 2 x 30 minute halves 

- U13/U14: 2 x 35 minute halves 

- U15-U19: 2 x 40 minute halves 

- Halftime will be 5 minutes 

- In championship matches, overtime will be 2 halves of 5 minutes each (no “golden goal”).  Semi-

finals will proceed directly to penalty kicks in the case of a tie at the end of regulation. 

 

BALL SIZE 

- U9-U12: size 4 

- U13-U19: size 5 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 

- Teams will sit on the same sideline.  Spectators will sit on the opposite sideline, directly across 

from their team, and at least 3 yards from the sideline.  No spectators are allowed behind the 

goal or on the end line. 

- Home teams are responsible to provide game balls and to change uniforms if there is a color 

conflict 

- Any canopies or umbrellas must be anchored 

 

 

 

 

 


